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was made up of murderers, who were, however, vastly
better than the traitorous Social Democrats.1

Even the rural population was affected, and open
threats were made by the peasant leaders of East Prussia
that they were only awaiting the return of the troops from
the front to divide up the estates of the great landlords
after the Eussian model.2

With the release of Karl Liebknecht from prison on
October 21, events in Berlin began to move more rapidly.
The Government were desperately negotiating with Pre-
sident Wilson for an armistice, and at the same time were
endeavouring to persuade the Kaiser to abdicate in the
interests of his dynasty and his country. The people, who
wanted peace above everything, were apathetic to the
dynastic issue, but Liebknecht, seizing the opportunity to
link the two together, raised a slogan, which he preached
publicly in the streets and halls of the capital, " If we get
rid of the Kaiser we shall get a decent peace ".

There was, however, no close co-ordination between the
revolutionary movements in Germany. The mutiny of the
High Seas Fleet at Kiel on October 29 and 30, which
took place on the initiative of the sailors themselves, was
not dictated from Berlin. The leaders of the Independents
were unaware of what had happened at Kiel until several
days later, and on November 2 were agreed that the time
was not yet ripe for immediate action.3

JofEe, better informed than they, was assured that the
naval mutiny indicated the imminence of a general out-
break. He gave a dinner party at the Embassy at which
were such prominent German revolutionaries as the Sparta-
cist leaders Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, and

1  Scheidemann, ii. 533.

2  Letter from Kichard Stovromnek to Prince Max of Baden. (See
Memoirs, ii. 289, footnote.)

8 Arthur Kosenberg, The Birth of the German Republic (Oxford,1931),
p. 262.